y_ |

_ _.]'
LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

Cuban Missile Crisis—Strategic Consideration, October 1962
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FSALM TOP—SECRET
ARNEX: Strategic Comsiderations

" 1. In weighing their decisien to install balllstic
missiles im Cubs, the Soviet lsaders sust have consldorad
the sllitatry utility of thess weopons with and without
muclear warheads, :L targets 1ln the US and olsewhers which
they could reach, and the ltrauiu valua of depleying
miszsile forces n§ various sizes In Cuba.

2. Beocsuse of thedr type of guldance and relative
insccuracy, ballistic sissiles have wtility sgalnat flagd
targots of known locatien, and not mgainst such targets :
&3 convoys or maval forces at ses. The Soviet 700 and |
1200 m.n. missiles, whose CEP's are estimsted to be in :
the 1 to 1.5 m.m. renge, could comceivebly be employed
with [} werheads against large military contors and urbam |
areas. It Is highly welikely that the Soviets would ses |
sny advantage in deployment for this purposc, but they |
might Tegard this threat as contributicn to the detarTence
of Latin American support for US or Cuban rofugee spera=
tiens against the Castro Tegime,
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3. Depleyed 700 and 1,100 m.m. mlssiles with muclesr
warhsads would sugmemt Soviet stratsgic striking er by
virtus of their sbility to reach a mumber of Amorican tar-
gots with warheads having ylelds which are mot significantly
ssaller than those of curremt Sovist ICEBMs, From the
present bags sren im Cuba, 700 n.n, migailes with suclear
warheads could reach sastarm US targets withla an are
including Savemnak and Hew Orleams, imcluding 7 SAC bonber
snd tasker bases amd at least one impertamt naval basa,
(The 350 n.m misslles could reach bomber bases im Plorida,
ef which therv are omly two.) The 1,100 n.m. missile would
threatsn a much more significant mumber of criticel mili- |
tary targets, imcluding 18 SAC bomber smd tanker bases,
an ICBH bass, snd three major saval bases. Ia additien,
such taTgets a3 the Pansma Cansl sad US bases as far east
as Pusrto Rlco could be Teached, Both of these missiles
have ranges sufficlent to Fesch mamy US populatiem, im-
dustrial and sdmipistrative center--including, im the case
of the 1,100 n.m, sissile, Washington, D.C. Installetions
of importamce to the US atosic emergy and space PTOgrany
also would be withis rasge of Cuban-based 700 asd 1,100

. G.8. sissiles.
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